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Density and urban fabric  

Cities Full of Space

-Density    Diversity:

Quantity  Quality

-City is a market/ theatre/Forum: a Conversation

--Public Comfort- and Private Comfort

--Urban fabric and the Cell

--Footprint Management

--Mathematics of the Ideal City
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There is accelerating demand for urban living by too little supply. 

Resulting in wrong money threading an inclusive affordable and vital city.



D
ri
v
e

rs

`The urgency of densification is clear

Quantity of Quality !

How to enlarge the affordable supply?

How to make a diverse and inclusive city? 

attractivity of cities doesnôt relies on mass and efficiency
City massof people?

A city is a compilation of people

City full of people- City full of Space

How to offer people that space?



517.240 m² op 600x800> Fsi=1,1

Rue la Fayette 21m

compare 22 dwe of 115 m2 >2270m2 /floor
8 floors x 4blocks >32x> 74.000m2 gross floor 
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Burj Arab <> Paris

High rise is not the only solution, even overestimated! 

Footprint management is a forgotten tactic.



Urban atractivity relies on diversity . 
Leading to interaction inbetween different identities . 

The opportunity to mirror yourself to others and there choices .

Need for qualitive density that is an answer on new urban 

lifestyles based on concrete proximity to ôtheirõ range of cultures. 



City is a theatre of humanity

How to realize that vital societal city of Richard Florida Jane Jacobs, Jan Gehl?

The urban fabric is the home of the demographics. 

By transforming and developing the fabric we do influence the 

city-population which will be attracted and bound. (city -attraction)





Transport Economics  Exchange 
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Context

Urban Cells Urban Fabric

We doê.

private comfort <> typology
Diversification of the private realms

LayeredCities
Red Black Blue and Green
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Mathematics of the ideal city
Numbers

figures

Proximity to Q+Q
Experienceand connection to Diversity Dynamics

Demographic culture  society economics for who?

urban public comfort 

Human capital

A market ofêêêê..
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public comfort <> typology
Diversification of the public realms



The quantity and quality of its cells ðsize, rooms, spatial comfort> private 

comfort- that serve as the density of the cells addressing themselves to the 

public realm of the city and its society - forms the system and value of the 

addresses. 

A cell starts to be something in connection to the fabric of the organism: 

location and connections define its identity.



Spatial Values>>>> Typology differentiation

A vital city needs diversification of its fabric.   

Our time asks for a city as a diverse composition (mix?) of urban 

characters

A diversity of urban fabrics should be based on òthe chemistry of 

dwellings (its cells)ó.





Aldo van Eyck Alexander
Tree is leaf leaf is tree A city is not a tree

5 points

Scaleand order

Acity is like some large house and a house is in its turn is like a small city.ó
[fromAlberti L.B., De re aedificatoria On the art of Building (Ten Books) 1452



Simple House Complex City

Collage City 

Colin Rowe
Type and history value

Density is not about mass, in the contrary: about access. 

Not about quantity in itself but about relations, connections and 

diversity. 



The art of the distribution of volume and void> Scaling spaces



Relief by the scenografic

òi f t h e  w o n d e r  o f  d e n s i t y i s  i n  f u n c t i o n t h e  c i t y  i s  f u l l  o f  s p a c e.ó

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Utrecht_Canals_Aerial_View_-_July_2006.jpg


òi f t h e  w o n d e r  o f  d e n s i t y i s  i n  f u n c t i o n t h e  c i t y  i s  f u l l  o f  s p a c e.ó

Relief by the scenografic



City scaling

The art of the distribution of density> Scaling spaces


